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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Baseball court and 
bleachers beyond. Due 
to uncontrolled 

vehicular access, cars 
drive across lawn and 
do much damage. 


Site Photograph 


Back of maintenance 
building used 

inappropriately as a 
dumpsite. This area 
a hidden corner. 


Site Photograph 3 


Natural stand of trees 
provides pleasant 
setting for building 
and a strong statement 
for the park. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Entrance to tennis 
courts. Debris should 
be removed. 


Site Photograph 5 


Grass under trees in 
need of repair. 


Site Photograph 6 


Trash behind building. 
Building in great need 
of repair. Currently 
being used for 
maintenance. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


@ Neighborhood: SITE NO. 


Site Name: CASSIDY RAYGROND Site Type: Flere. 
Location: BEACON Acreage: Oren 
Evaluation Team: 3 © Weather Conditions: 
Kivaluation Date: ~'!0' a7 CLOVAN 
Surrounding Land Uses: .2™2visal _! 


Site Plan 


chestnut hill bivd« 


eu"gu® 


cleveland 


a ! : Ma ns, by LA 
Peli s mas. 2 ie ane 


Le 
. : ie 
\ ws ga i ; 
4 
* 
‘ y ? a? By 
j hit AG 
, Ain 3 
nate oe 
ie a 
Pa * _ A om 
- ‘ 


© 
" 
ae lrg. arte sna: ew 


aan 


te - polymer Vappenitaniion Py pe erry ok Se. SP - 
I Cig A eee * SPF Eek. + RYE 
" yl ane a dy rr — 
es 
: . sey 
: of, i Push el ie 
ae a 
” \ ing I 
— 1 
' 4. iy Na 
4) a ' : 
* 4 a 
} ” ; 
. : 
Lie | 
i 
4 ' 
ae 
cr { 


Ria 
ey a 
sy , Sey 
me. 
\ 


nehewea/g 


enn — eal em am 
* 


a ee balls NN Goh A ee 


aa 


eee ee ee ee md 


ciara 


(at 
‘eo 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: Cassidy Playground 
Location: Beacon Street 
Acreage: 9.44 A 

Site Type: Playfield 


ee eeeeesSsSsS—SsSs— 


Site Description: Cassidy Playground is an open sports field greatly enhanced by a large bosque of 
mature oak trees. There is a storage building along the park’s southeast edge at 
the end of a maintenance vehicle access road. There is both on-site parking and 
adjacent parking along Cleveland Circle and Beacon Street. Surrounding land 
uses are commercial, recreational and municipal. 


Condition Assessments: This park is in fairly good condition. The condition of the standard park-built 
elements ranges from good to unusable. A number of benches are in poor or 
unusable condition. 


The sports facilities—tennis courts, baseball field, little league field, softball 
fields, and soccer field—are all in fair to good condition. The baseball outfield, 
an area also used for soccer, has low spots which need filling, as does a softball 
infield. Drainage needs to be improved and warrants further investigation. 


The park’s trees are for the most part in fair to good condition, with the exception 
of four which need to be removed. The plantings along the Beacon Street 
perimeter need to be pruned so that they do not interfere with pedestrian move- 
ment along the sidewalk. The other park trees require maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The use of trees as a large grove in this park serves as a model for other city 
parks. It visually reinforces the rising topography at this edge of the site and 
relieves the flat, open character of the sports fields. Planting trees in groups rather 
than in rows increases their capacity to withstand the kinds of environmental and 
human stresses common in urban parks. 


The placement of backstops, bleachers and tennis courts on the periphery allows 
maximum flexibility for use of the large open field. 


There is a need for auto control, both around parking areas and access roads, as 
damage to the fields has resulted from uncontrolled access of cars into the park. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton By Teptcte Ay eat 
Cassidy Playground a NE aa No.: AB-2 


Beacon Street 


Site Name: 
Location: 
Acreage: 9.44 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playfield 


Cassidy Playground is an open sports field 
park greatly enhanced by a large bosque of 
mature oak trees. There is a storage building 
along the park’s southeast edge at the 
terminus of a maintenance vehicle access 

road. There is both on-site parking and 
adjacent parking along Cleveland Circle and 
Beacon Street. Surrounding land uses are 
commercial, recreational and municipal. 


This park is in fairly good condition. The 
condition of the standard park built elements 
ranges from good to unusable. A number of 
benches are in poor or unusable condition. 


The sports facilities - tennis courts, 
baseball field, little league field, softball] 
fields, and soccer field - are in fair to good 
condition. The baseball outfield, an area 
also used for soccer, has low spots which need 
filling, as does a softball infield. Drainage 
needs to be improved, and warrants further 
investigation. 


The park’s trees are for the most part in fair 
to good condition, with the exception of four 
which need to be removed. The perimeter 
Beacon Street plantings need to be pruned so 
that they do not interfere with pedestrians 
moving along the sidewalk. The other park 
trees require maintenance. — 


The use of trees as a large grove in this park 
serves as a model for other city parks. It 
visually reinforces the rising topography at 
this edge of the site and relieves the flat 
open character of the sports fields. Planting 
trees in groupings rather than in rows 
increases their capacity to withstand the 
kinds of environmental and human stresses 
common in urban parks. 


The placement of backstops, bleachers and 
tennis courts on the site’s periphery allows 
maximum flexibility for use of the large open 
field. 
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Although on-site parking is provided, parking 
beyond the lot on grassed areas indicates that 
there is a need for auto control. The access 
road to the parking lot is marked One Way, Do 


Not Enter and serves the Circle Theater. This 


road is also close to the rotary, and presents 
a traffic hazard. Access needs to be resolved 
here. 


Uncontrolled access of cars into the park has 
led to damage of the sports fields. The 
maintenance vehicle access road is an asset to 
the park, and well located at the edge, but it 
needs an access control structure. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 7 


Mechanical damage 
caused by mowing 
equipment. 


Site Photograph 2 | 


View along Cambridge 
Street. Flower bed in 
middle ground. 


Site Photograph 3 


Memorial with flower 
bed at base. 
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Site Photograph 4 


View along Cambridge 
Street shows simple 
straightforward 
layout of space. 
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Poor pruning of tree. 
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Site Photograph 6 


View from Murdock 
Street. 
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Site Name: iY, Site Type: ound - 
Location: penis Wat Acreage: 5.064. 
Evaluation Team: «fF 4 IC 4Ct Weather Conditions: 
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Site Photograph 1 


Main access into site. 
Good view north. 

At right, active play 
area. 


Site Photograph 2 


Playground — note 
absence of curbing 
and surface material. 


Site Photograph 3 


Two picnic tables and 
seating wall. Vertical 
play structure has 
limited play value. 
Water play feature to 
left not functioning. 


Site Photograph 4 


Sledding slope in 
background. 
Basketball courts. 


Site Photograph 5 


Loop path through site. 
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Site Photograph 6 
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View west towards 
abandoned school. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton ET GON: 


Site Name: Fidelis Way Park No.: AB-4 
Location: Fidelis Way as Sead 

Acreage: 3.046 A Site Type: Playground 

Site Description: Fidelis Way Park is a moderately sized active 


recreational park located behind and below the 
Fidelis Way housing development. The 
southwestern edge of the site is very steep, and 
the rest of the site is sloping except for areas 
leveled for recreational facilities. There are 
four access points into the park, and a looped 
path around the entire site. The park contains 
basketball courts, a playground, and open grassy 
areas for active play. There are residential 
and institutional land uses surrounding the 
park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements are all in fair 
to good condition. From a visual assessment; 
the catchbasins appear to be in good condition. 


The two basketball courts are in good condition 
with the exception of one backboard/hoop which 
is in poor condition. 


The playground is in fair to poor condition. 
Equipment is vandalized and broken and the 
playground surface is rocky and hazardous. 


Most of the park’s trees are in fair to good 
condition, yet are in need of maintenance, 
particularly pruning. The turf is also in good 
condition and only in need of maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The location of this park at the bottom of a 
steep slope and away from any roads makes 
visibility and safety a major concern. It is a 
difficult space to provide adequate surveillance 
to, and the degree of vandalism supports this 
assumption. 


In addition to the problems of surveillance, the 
park’s remote location from the nearby housing 
development discourages proper park use. 
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An unfortunate AAR bine could be 


improved with maintenance is the relationship of 
the park to the slope along the northeast. This 
bank is rank with ragweed and other weed 
species, and presents a very uninviting and 
abandoned face to the park. The closure of the 
central access point along this slope coupled 
with worn path lines evident along the eastern 
slope edge and northwest from the basketball 
courts indicate the need for improved access 
into the park along this edge. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 


PARK EVALUATION 
@\\<i chborhood: LLés etches 
Site Name: G4LAGHES MEM. PARK Site Type: Mulh pee PAR 
Location: LAKe shore 2D. Acreage: |6.01A. 
Evaluation Team: ot “it ____-—«~CWeather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 2/0: O07 ald {su 
Surrounding Land Uses: K2¢ : 
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Site Photograph 1 


View across pond - 
shows scenic value of 
landscape, with ducks 
and cattails. 


Site Photograph on 


Property line of area 
unclear. Weed species 
to right should be 

removed. 


Site Photograph 3 


R.O.W. access should 
be more clearly 
defined. 
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Site Photograph 17 


View across pond - 

shows scenic value of 
landscape, with ducks 
and? cattails. 


' Site Photograph 2 


Property line of area 
unclear. Weed species 
to right should be 

removed. 
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Site Photograph 3 


R.O.W. access should 
be more clearly 
defined. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Pavement in very poor 
condition. 

Tree needs removal of 
dead wood and basal 
suckering. 


Site Photograph 5 


Memorial site. Flag 
pole needs painting, 
and shrubs pruning. 
Memorial needs to be 
better integrated 
into site. 


Site Photograph 6 — 


Fine row of linden 
trees. Curb would 
more clearly define 
sidewalk. 

Volunteer trees 
established at pond's 
edge. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: Gallagher Memorial Park 
Location: Lake Shore Road 
Acreage: 16.01 A. 

Site Type: Passive Park 


Ne eee eee 


Site Description: Gallagher Memorial Park is primarily a passive scenic area. A pond occupies 
about two-thirds of the 16-acre site and is surrounded by a strip of parkland of 
varying widths. A linear planting of linden trees borders a roadway and path 
which partly encircle the pond. A small stone memorial is the focus of the simply 
designed space. Residential land uses surround the site. 


Condition Assessments: There are few built elements in the park. The monument is in good condition, 
although partly screened and dwarfed by overgrown shrub plantings. The 
pathway/maintenance road is in poor condition and needs resurfacing. Although 
no trees need removal, they have not been maintained adequately. There are dead 
limbs and sucker growth that need to be removed. 


Major Site Issues: Gallagher Memorial Park is fairly well maintained and does not appear to have a 
vandalism problem. 


The park, with its beautiful pond and views to a nearby hill, is an asset to the 
neighborhood and of a generally successful design. With minor effort, this design 
could be strengthened. A curb between Lake Shore Road and the park path would 
provide some access control and separate pedestrian and vehicular circulation. 


The visual character of the entrances could be improved as well. Miscellaneous 
boulders seem thrown together to block. entrance at the western park edge, and do vy, Vy, 
not completely prevent passage. 
ne development of a more park-like entrance | 
should be considered. = maf 


The row of linden trees would be strengthened by replanting lost trees. Addi- 


tional flowering and evergreen plantings along the pond would enliven this 
important visual component of the park. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 

Site Name: Gallagher Memorial Park No.: AB-S 
Location: Lake Shore Road } ae ——e 

Acreage: 16.01 A Site Type: Passive Park =e 


wot’ 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


wed: 


plantings. 


Gallagher Memorial Park is primarily a passive 
scenic area. A pond occupies about two-thirds 
of the 16 acre site and is surrounded by a strip 
of parkland of varying widths. A linear 
planting of linden trees borders a roadway and 
path which partly encircle the pond. A small 
stone memorial is the focus of the simply 
designed space. Residential land uses surround 
the site. 


There are few built elements in the park. The 
monument is in good condition, although partly 
screened and dwarfed by overgrown shrub 

The pathway/maintenance road is in 
poor condition and needs resurfacing. Although 
no trees need removal, they have not been 
maintained adequately. There are dead limbs and 
sucker growth that need to be removed. 


Gallagher Memorial Park is fairly well | 
maintained and does not appear to have a problem 
with vandalism. The existing park bears little 
resemblance to the city’s plans, and may need to 
be surveyed to determine the actual property 
boundaries. 


The park, with its beautiful pond and views to a 
nearby hill is an asset to the neighborhood and 
a generally successful design. With minor 
effort, this design could be strengthened. A 
curb between Lake Shore Road and park path 
would provide some access control and separate 
pedestrian and vehicular circulation. 


The visual character of entrances could be 
improved as well. Miscellaneous boulders seem 
thrown together to block entrance at the western 
park edge, and do not completely prevent 
passage. The right-of-way off Kendrick Street 
seems like a driveway and, if city owned, 
development of a more park-like entrance should 
be considered. 


The row of linden trees would be strengthened by 
re-planting lost trees. Additional flowering 
and evergreen plantings along the pond would 
enliven this important visual component of the 
park. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 


; PARK EVALUATION 
‘SNeighborhood: ALLSTON [eeHTON Seiad 


Site Name: BALV Site Type: Hay tel 
Location: AND 


Acreage: 82A, 
Evaluation Team: @A*= ~*~ Pic Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: DAD: 


Surrounding Land Uses: Kesaanhal. 
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Site Photograph 1 


View up hill, showing 
steep slope of site. 
Steps in good 
condition. Note good 
Mature trees at edge. 


Site Photograph 2 


Panoramic view of site. 
Spray area screened by 
pines from tennis and 
baseball behind. 
Typical neighborhood 
beyond. 

Soccer playing wearing 
out grass. 


Site Photograph 3 


Basketball. Graffiti 
on walls. Trash and 
leaf build-up on 
uphill side of fence. 
A good location for 
evergreen screen. 
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Site Photograph 


Although roof is in 
poor condition, shelter 
structurally sound. 
Note grass growth in 
sand and pavement 
cracks. Bermed area 
behind overgrown. 


Site Photograph 5 


Playground. Tire 
swing behind has been 
scorched. Example 

of safety problem - 
sharp points on ship's 
wheel. Rotten wood. 


Site Photograph 6 


View east through site 
showing mature trees 
and slope. In 
foreground, turf worn 
by soccer/rugby games. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: Galvin Park 
Location: Lake and Foster Streets 
Acreage: 8.2A 

Site Type: Playfield 


SS RR SN 


Site Description: Galvin Park is a large rectangular playfield with abutting roads on three sides. It 
contains basketball courts, tennis courts, several ballfields and a playground. The 
eastern edge of the site slopes down from Foster Street, and very large shade trees 
grow along this end of Rogers Park Avenue and along the park’s slope. Surround- 
ing land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The condition of the standard park-built elements ranges from good to unusable. 


The sports lighting appears in good condition, as well as the walls, curbs, stairs 
and catchbasins. There are some unusable benches and bleachers. 


The athletic fields and courts are in fair to good condition, although the fields are 
badly worn in some areas. 


Although the open-air shelter is structurally sound, the roof is in very poor 
condition. : 


The playground structures have deteriorated and are badly vandalized. Broken 
glass and debris cover the sand surface, and equipment has protruding hardware, 
rotten wood and broken parts. 


Although few trees require removal, all trees and shrubs need major restorative 
maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: Numerous facilities require major maintenance and/or rebuilding. This park 
shows the inherent maintenance problem of chain-link fencing, rank weed and 
tree growth along the fence line. 


v , : 
The problem with the hsketball courts is their remote location, partially hidden 
behind berms and plantings. This aggravates the park’s vulnerability to vandal- 
ism. 


The park’s pedestrian access and circulation need study and possible redesign. 
Entry points at torn fence sections and undesignated paths indicate that present 
paths are not responding to user needs. The maintenance entrance needs an access 
control structure. 


The use of barberry on berms in the playground entraps trash and creates mainte- 
nance problems. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton an 
Site Name: Galvin Park 


No.: AB-& 


Location: Lake and Foster Streets 


Acreage: 8.2 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playfield 


Galvin Park is a large rectangular playfield with 
abutting roads on three sides. It contains 
basketball courts, tennis courts, several 
ballfields and a playground. The eastern edge of 
the site slopes down from Foster Street, and very 
large shade trees grow along this end of Rogers 
Park Avenue and along the park’s slope. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The condition of the standard park built elements 
ranges from good to unusable. The sports lighting 
appears in good condition, as well as walls, 
curbs, stairs and catchbasins. There are some 
unusable benches and bleachers. 


The athletic fields and courts are in fair to good 
condition, although the fields are badly worn in 
some areas. 


Although the open-air shelter is structurally 
sound, the roof is in very poor condition. 


The playground structures have deteriorated and 
are badly vandalized. Broken glass and debris 
cover the sand surface, and equipment has 
protruding hardware, rotten wood and broken parts. 


Although few trees require removal, all trees and 
shrubs need major restorative maintenance. 


The moderately sloping hillside at Foster Street, 
the iron picket fence and large mature shade trees 
create a scenic backdrop to Galvin Park and 
provide an inviting park entrance from the east. 
However, a primary problem for the park and one 
that negatively impacts its visual character is 
inadequate maintenance coupled with vandalism. 
Numerous facilities require major maintenance 
and/or rebuilding. This park shows the inherent 
maintenance problem of chain link fencing: rank 
weed and tree growth along the fence line. 


The problem with the basketball courts is their 
remote location, partially hidden behind berms and 
plantings. This aggravates the park’s 
vulnerability to vandalism. 
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DRAFT 


The park? aedestrian access. and circulation needs 
study and possible re-design. Entry points at 
torn fence sections and "desire lines" or 
undesignated paths indicate that present paths are 
not responding to park user’s needs. The 
maintenance entrance needs an access control 
structure. 


The use of barberry on berms in the playground 
area traps trash and creates areas that are very 
difficult to maintain. 
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SITE NO. 

Site Name: Nod Site Type: =u bot 7 
Location: FANEUIL AND Serie Acreage: |.¢& ik 

Evaluation Team: 4 4 Bit. Weather Conditions: 

Evaluation Date: 4.17.87 aaa 

Surrounding Land Uses: 4 Awan venAeymnal 
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Site Photograph 1 


Playground. Concrete 
equipment in good 
condition. Wood edging 
and play equipment 
either broken or of 

low play value. 


Site Photograph 2 


Timber play structure 
and concrete frogs 
(broken). Play surface 
in poor condition and 
unsafe. 


Site Photograph3 _ 


Basketball court. 
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Site Photograph 4. 


View across ballfield 
to backstop. 

Back wall of buildings 
negatively impact 
character of site. 


Site Photograph 5 


Spectator seating 
with two bleachers 
missing. 

Underutilized space to 
left. Area used as 
animal run. 
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Uninviting view of 

park from street. Does 
fence need to be so 
high? 

Trees in vigorous 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Location: Faneuil and Brackett Streets 


Acreage: 1.48 A 


Site Type: Playlot Phe: 


Site Name: Hardiman Playground DRA: i No.: AB-7 
a bot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


ee 


Hardiman Playground is a small trapezoidal 
shaped park surrounded by a chain link fence 
with a playground, basketball court and little 
league field. A large unused open space is 
located behind the bleachers north of the 
ballfield. Surrounding land uses are 
residential. 


Overall, the standard park built elements are in 
poor to unusable condition. The catchbasins 
appear to be in good condition. 


The sports facilities are generally in fair 
condition, with unusable backboard/hoops in the 
basketball court. 


The playground is in deteriorated condition, 
with broken equipment, missing parts and very 
poor surface condition. 


The trees are all in fair to good condition, but 
in need of maintenance. The turf is generally 
in good condition as well, needing routine 
maintenance such as Overseeding and aerating. 


A combination of vandalism and inadequate 
maintenance has rendered this park almost 
unusable. The degraded condition of facilities 
and the unnecessarily high (8’) chain link 
perimeter fence make the park uninviting despite 
the presence of some nice trees along Faneuil 
Street and in the playground. The condition of 
the park suggests the need for total renovation. 


The problem of animal waste is a major one in 
this park. 


The playground presently in very poor condition, 
is in the process of being redesigned and 
rebuilt. 


The wood edging in the playground creates hard 

to mow grass areas. There is easy maintanance 

vehicle access, but no access control structure 
to prevent other vehicles from coming into the 

park. 


The open space by the bleachers is underutilized 
and could be further defined and developed as a 
passive recreational area. 
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9% Neighborhood: ALSTON [BRIGHTON cinaaasis 
Dee Name: }OPAPT <3. PLAY AREA Site Type: FiMbot— 
Location: }O@A2T AND PANELESGH Acreage: BGA. ss 

Evaluation Team: 4 3 tt Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: 2:7: 57. | YZ 

Surrounding Land Uses: Readonpal | 
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Site Photograph 1 ; 


View down slope and 
into park. Shows 
typical neighborhood. 


Site Photograph 2 | 


Shows how bollards 
serve as effectively 
as chain link fence 

to define boundary and 
control vehicular 


access. 


Site Photograph 3 _ 


Slope showing "desire 
lines" or undesignated 
paths. 

Topography makes grassed 
area difficult to use. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Maintenance access point. 
Other vehicles can 

enter also. 

This photo shows all 

the main park features. 
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Site Photograph 5 


Timber play structure 
andeora Bfatie. 

Norway maples vigorous 
and contribute to 
character of park. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Short cut through 
fence. Despite 
compaction, the trees 
are doing well. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton a 
Site Name: Hobart Street Play Area : No.: AB-8 
Location: Hobart and Ranelegh Road 

Acreage: 0.46 A Site Types Playlot 


Site Description: Hobart Street Play Area is a half-acre 
rectangular shaped park that abuts three roads 
in a residential area. The park is almost 
entirely enclosed by a five-foot chain link 
fence. There is a playground, basketball courts 
and a stickball court area. There is also a 
sloping grassed area at the northern park edge. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements are in fair to 
good condition, with the exception of four 
lights that are unusable. 


The basketball courts are in good condition 
except for one unusable backboard/hoop. The 
playground is in fair to good condition. Glass 
and trash in the sand present safety and visual 
problems. The playground edge is too close to 
the climbing structures, also posing a safety 
hazard. 


The few trees in the park are all in fair to 
good condition, needing routine maintenance. 
The turf is also in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Two desire lines - one into the park from the 
northeast corner and one into the park from a 
pulled down fence section in the southwest 
corner - indicate that the park’s access points 
are not adequately responding to neighborhood 
need. Otherwise the general layout of park 
facilities is good. 


Weeds and numerous volunteer trees have grown 
within the chain link fence where mowing is 
impossible. This growth greatly detracts from 
the overall appearance of the park. 
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The opening in the fence at the top of the north 
slope and the use of bollards suggests a good 
alternative to fence where vehicular control is 
the primary need. 


The small flowerbed at the corner of Ranelegh 
and Hobart Streets responds to a need for a 
focal planting at this intersection. However, 
its scale is too small to adequately provide the 
kind of strong, colorful visual announcement the 
park needs. 


Additional groves of plantings including 
evergreens for year-round color would enhance 
the now somewhat barren appearance of the grassy 
northern slope. 
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Site Photograph 1 


Playground. 


Site Photograph 2 


View into center of 
park. Shows graffiti, 
broken benches, glass. 


Site Photograph 3 


Concrete foundations 
for picnic tables and 
empty tree pits. 
Light with missing 
globe. 

R.O.W. access through 
fence. 
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ee et ef ees, Site Photograph 4_ 


Typical trees at edge 
of playground. Badly 
needs removal of dead 
wood. 


Site Photograph 5 


A eo 7 


Access from Sorrento 
Street. Trees 
contribute to character 
of space. 

Open space to left used 
for free play. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Basketball. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Hooker Street Playground 
Location: Sorrento, 


Acreage: 1.0 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


4 Y te 
Hooker and Goddard Streets 


” 
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Site Type: Playlot 


Hooker Street Playground is a small rectangular 
shaped neighborhood park located at the ends of 
four dead-end residential streets. The park has 
a playground and basketball court located 
diagonally from one another, leaving two open 
grassed areas. The larger green area is used 
for informal ball games, and the smaller area 
was once heavily planted with trees, now almost 
all of which are dead. 


This park is in very deteriorated condition, 
extremely vandalized and poorly maintained. The 
standard park built elements are in fair to 
unusable condition. Globes on lights are 
missing, many wood slats on benches are missing 
and bollards are bent. 


The basketball court is in good condition, with 
the exception of one unusable backboard/hoop. 
The playground, composed of the traditional 
Swings, slides, and climbing equipment is in 
fair condition. There is some broken equipment 
and exposed reinforcing rods. The sand surface 
is in poor condition, and needs to be 
replenished. There is much broken glass 
throughout. 


Of the trees that remain in the park, only one 
needs removal. All others are in great need of 
pruning. None of the guy wires and hoses were 
removed from the park’s trees, causing them to 
die back. Their sprouts are now quite large and 
some of them need to be removed and the trees 
shaped. 


Hooker Street Playground can potentially be a 
very inviting park situated as it is within the 
neighborhood at the juncture of several 
residential streets. However, its many pieces 
of broken park furniture, concrete foundations 
with no picnic tables, graffiti, broken glass 
and trees in stress give the park an abandoned 
quality. 


Vandalism is a major concern here. Apparently 
there is considerable use of the park for 
drinking. Although the park is bounded by 
residences, it has minimal street frontage, and 
this makes the park harder to police. 
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BOR gy Sen ET | Sig 
The two rights-of-way to thé“northeast and 
northwest of the park are currently being used 
as dump sites, further degrading the character 
of both park and neighborhood. If these two 
areas were able to be incorporated into the park 
it would add 25% to the park area and eliminate 
areas that belong neither to private residences 
or to the public park. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: 
Location: 
a Acreage: 1.31 A 


as 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


> | Major Site Issues: 


Joyce Playqround 
Union Street 


ante © me | 
Cea ime) pS, 3 ; No.: AB-10 


Site Type: Playlot | 


Joyce Playground is a small park ina 
residential area with a playground, basketball 
court and area for stickball. There is chain 
link fence along park boundaries abutting 
residences and a wall along the Union Street 
edge. There is rock outcropping by the east 
park entry and behind the Union Street wall. 


The park is in good condition, and does not 
appear badly vandalized. The condition of the 
standard park built elements is fair to good. 
The catchbasin appears to be in good condition, 
from a visual assessment. 


The condition of the sports facilities, the 
basketball court and stickball court area, is 
also fair to good. The playground is in goad 
condition. 


The natural elements are in fair to good 
condition and require routine maintenance. 
Pruning of trees and shrubs, and removal of 
weed species, is needed. 


The park has aged well, most of its components 
being in fair to good condition. Berms are 
well designed to separate the playground areas 
from the basketball court. The use of white 
pine to screen the adjacent residence to the 
northeast is not an ideal choice. It will need 
underplanting of shrubs once the pines grow 
taller and lose their bottom branches. 


The park’s Union Street edge presents a vacant 
lot appearance with rank growth of Ailanthus 
and Norway Maple amid a shrub bed by the wall. 
This uninviting face obscures and degrades a 
nice neighborhood park. 


There is a great deal of bituminous concrete 
within the park, and seems upon initial 
observation to be excessive. However, it is 
possible that the area is often used for sports 


play. 


There is a superfluous chain link fence along 
the park’s east entry, where the bedrock 
outcropping would adequately serve to restrict 
and guide visitors to the park. There is both 
a bollard and granite block at this park’s 
entry. The bollard alone would perform the 
function of controlling access. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 


PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: ALLSTON /ERIGHTON a hie 


Site Name: McKINNEY Site Type: Flay guna 
Location: FANGUL Sr __ Acreage: %.44-4- 
Evaluation Team: SF § St Weather Conditions: 
Hvaluation Date: 4:|7.m | Lou 


Surrounding Land Uses: 4&5 
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Site Photograph 1 


Basketball court. 
Bleachers moved to 
block entrance. 
Character of neighbor- 
hood in background. 


Site Photograph 2 _ 


Remains of bench, 
andslitter: 


Site Photograph 3 


Entrance to tennis 
COUTCS.— GCOUrts, in 

good condition, fence 
torn down. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Steep slope - wind-borne 
trash collects at base. 
Cars manage to enter 
site here. 

"Desire line" or 
undesignated path at 
right eroding slope. 


Site Photograph 5 


"Hidden corner" - 
vandalism and trash 
collection. 
Difficult to control 
grass and weeds at 
base of fence. 


Site Photograph 6 — 


Playground, showing 

AO camera ‘ swings and climbing 

: beeps hae timbers. Tree limbs 
used to build fires in 


trash receptacles. 
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Site Photograph 7 


Subsidence of pavement 
in play area. 


Site Photograph 3 


Memorial with graffiti. 
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Edge of park on Faneuil 
Street. Is fence 
necessary? Does it 

} have to be so high? 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: McKinney Aye 


Location: Faneuil Street 
Acreage: 5.94 A 
Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


HM -16 


McKinney Playground is a large, irregularly shaped site surrounded by residential 
development. It abuts a street only along its northern edge. The park contains 
basketball and tennis courts, baseball and little league fields, and a playground. 
The southeast comer of the site slopes steeply up to a parking area for the nearby 
church. 


The standard park-built elements vary greatly in condition. Elements that can 
better withstand vandalism, such as concrete walls, steps and sports lighting, are 
in good condition although covered with graffiti. Other elements are in fair to 
poor condition. 


The basketball and tennis courts are in good condition, although fencing has been 
torn down. The ballfields are in fair condition, with badly worn turf in places. 


The playground is in fair to good condition, although the play equipment has a 
low play value. There is broken glass in the sand. 

None of the trees need removal, yet they suffer from lack of maintenance. Guy 
wires have not been removed, and trees have died back. Pruning is needed to re- 
establish good growing form. 


Lack of maintenance and vandalism have caused McKinney Playground to 
deteriorate, and this degraded condition dominates the character of the space. 
Several park areas appear to be drinking places, particularly the depressed dugout 
around the baseball field and the southeast sloped park area. 


The chain-link fence along Faneuil Street requires maintenance. Its necessity 
along this entire street frontage is questionable. 


The grade of the park’s southeast slope causes a significant maintenance problem 
because it is too steep to mow. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


McKinney Playground Bo Bf 
Faneuil Street aie 


Site Name: 
Locations 
Acreage: 3.94 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playground 


McKinney Playground is a large irregularly 
shaped site surrounded by residential 
development. It abuts a street only along its 
northern edge. The park contains basketball and 
tennis courts, baseball and little league 
fields, and a playground. The southeast corner 
of the site slopes steeply up to a parking area 
for the nearby Catholic Church. 


The standard park built elements vary greatly in 
condition. Elements that can better withstand 
vandalism, such as concrete walls, steps and 
sports lighting, are in good condition although 
graffiti-covered. Other elements are in fair to 
poor condition. 


The basketball and tennis courts are in good 
condition, although fencing has been torn down. 
The ballfields are in fair condition, with badly 
worn turf in places. 


The playground is in fair to good condition, 
although the play equipment has a low play 
value. There is broken glass in the sand. 


None of the trees need removal, yet they suffer 
from lack of maintenance. Guy wires have not 
been removed, and trees have died back. Pruning 
is needed to re-establish good growing form. 


Lack of maintenance and vandalism have caused 


McKinney Playground to deteriorate, and this 
degraded condition dominates the character of 
the space. Several park areas appear to be 
drinking places, particularly the depressed 
dug-out around the baseball field and the 
southeast sloped park area. 


The chain link fence along Faneuil Street 
requires maintenance. Its necessity along this 
entire street frontage is questionable. 


The grade of the park’s southeast slope causes a 
significant maintenance problem because it is 
too steep to mow. 
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) Neighborhood: ALL ston /eeietTaY eppeerarey 
Site Name: FENIAN St AAT AREA Site Type:bidhinchy 4adas 
Location: PENNIMAN AND HANO —s Acreage: 0.94A. 7 
Evaluation Team: @F 3 BIT - Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: #:llo:67 
Surrounding Land Uses: (sido 


Surrounding Land Uses: 


Site Plan 


Hano Street 


er ; 
ternniman Road 


‘, i Vu 
, { 
i) ey 
I } v 
‘ 4 
{ r 
ft 
i 
Aa 
\ 
f 
| 
f 
“ee 
=f 
j 
fi 
an 
4 
U 
i! ; 
i 
if { 
ity 
Ae wa] 
a 
- rey 
1 At ont 
h 
{ 
{ 
d 
1) 
: us 
: i 


Site Photograph 1 


Playground, showing 
fencing and curbing. 
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Site Photograph 2 | 


View out towards 
Hano Street. 


Site Photograph 3 


Vandalism: burning of 
picnic tables. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Penniman Street Play Area 
Location: Penniman Road and Hano Street 


Acreage: 0.94 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


a ne en MR 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


——- ee OOK 


Penniman Street Play Area is a small trapezoidal park surrounded by a chain-link 
fence with a playground and basketball court that abut a community garden to the 
northeast. The park is almost entirely paved with the exception of two trees and a 
small patch of grass. Residential and industrial uses surround the park. 


The standard park-built elements are generally in fair to poor condition. The 
catchbasins appear to be in good condition. 


The basketball court is in good condition. The playground is in fair condition, 
with a need for additional surface material. The metal climbing structure is too 
close to the fence, posing a safety hazard. Although the equipment is in good 
condition, it offers little play value. 


One tree is in good condition, needing only maintenance. The second tree is dead 
and should be removed. The park’s turf is in poor condition. 


The major issue of this park is that it is almost entirely paved with asphalt, giving 
it a bleak and uninviting character. Adding more trees and improving the condi- 
tion of the turf would make this a much more welcome and pleasant place. The 
park has also suffered from a considerable degree of vandalism. 


The one tree in good condition is a magnificent sycamore. Although it shades the 


gardens somewhat, it is the most outstanding scenic feature of the space and 
should be preserved. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton Ze 
ic: No.: AB-12 


Site Name: Penniman Street Play Area 

Location: Penniman Road and Hans Street =~ 

Acreage: 0.94 A aEt@mlyoes Plavyioti— | 

Site Description: Penniman Street Play Area is a small trapezoidal 


shaped park surrounded by a chain link fence with 
a playground and basketball court that abuts a 
community garden to the northeast. The park is 
almost entirely paved with the exception of two 
trees and a small patch of grass. Residential and 
industrial uses surround the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements are generally in 
fair to poor condition. The catchbasins appear to 
be in good condition. 


The basketball court is in good condition. The 
playground is in fair condition, with a need for 
additional surface material. The metal climbing 
structure is too close to the fence, posing a 
safety hazard. Although the equipment is in good 
condition, it offers little play value. 


One tree is in good condition, needing only 
maintenance. The second tree is dead and should 
be removed. The park’s turf is in poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: ; The major issue of this park is that it is almost 
entirely paved with asphalt, giving it a bleak and 
uninviting character. More trees and improving 
the condition of the turf would make this a much 
more welcome and pleasant place. The park has 
also suffered from a considerable degree of 
vandalism. 


The one tree in good condition is a magnificent 
Sycamore. Although it shades the gardens 
somewhat, it is the most outstanding scenic 
feature of the space and should be preserved. 
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CITY OF BOSTON | 
PARK EVALUATION | 
@cighborhood: Austen pews SITE NO. 


Site Name: VETSMOUTH ST RATER. Site Type: MATGROUND 
Location: fFTSnouTt ST Acreage: 429 A. 


Evaluation Team: Li; =<: 2 ul Weather Conditions: Claw. 
Evaluation Date: 4 EZ NO snow Corley 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Backstop and bleachers 
fomsotLeball, 

Houses typical of 
neighborhood. 


Site Photograph 2 


Swings and bench. 
Concrete foundation. 


Site Photograph 3 


The only trash 
receptacle on site. 
Fence in very poor 
condition. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Typical bleachers 
and fountain in park. 


Site Photograph 5 


Football field. 
Concrete foundation in 
foreground. 


This is main entrance. 
It needs planting to 
provide interest, shade. 


Site Photograph 6 


Entrance to park from 
Portsmouth Street. 
Concrete block as 
access control. 

Wall adds character to 
site. Some visibility 
problems with wall, 
however. 
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Neighborhood: 


Locations: 


B Acreage: 


Site Description: 


4.29 A 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: Portsmouth Street Pla 
Portsmouth Street 


DR .. = | No.: AB-13 


Playgrotind =~ a A 


round 


Site Type: 


Portsmouth Street Playground is a large; open, 
nearly treeless active recreational park with a 
basketball court, softball fields and a football 
field which doubles as a soccer field. There is 
a very minimal playground area. A foundation 
indicates that there was once a building on the 
site. The park is bounded on three sides by a 
chain link fence, and on the Portsmouth Street 
Side by a masonry wall. Surrounding land uses 
are residential, industrial and commercial. 


Overall, the standard park built elements are in 
good condition. However, the fences are in fair 
to poor condition and the drinking fountain is 
unusable. 


The basketball court is in good condition, 
replacing a former tennis court, and the sports 
fields are in fair to good condition. 


The swings, the anly equipment in the 
playground, are in good condition. 


Vegetation other than turf on the sports fields 
is limited to five trees at the perimeter, most 
probably volunteers and all in fair to good 
condition, but requiring maintenance. 


This park provides major opportunities for field 
sports. The park appears rather barren because 
of the absence of tree plantings. There is 
opportunity at both sides of the main entrance 
to enrich the experience of entering a park and 
soften the flat, open area with groves of 

trees. This area is dominated by the foundation 
of the former recreation building. It is the 
central focus of the park’s entry and confuses 
the purpose of this area. 


Although the swings are in good condition, there 
is no other playground equipment and this gives 
the play area an abandoned appearance. 
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Parking, access and visibéed by are all critical 
concerns here. The entrance off Market Street 
leads one into a reserved parking lot. The 
entrance from Portsmouth Street is through an 
opening in the wall partially obstructed by a 
large concrete block. The wall limits 
visibility out from the park and reportedly 
causes safety problems for children running from 
the park toward the street. The street appears 
to have little parking available for when games 
are in progress. Development of limited on-site 
parking should be explored. 


An alternative to the concrete block presently 
serving as the access control structure would 
improve the park’s appearance and facilitate 
maintenance vehicle entry. 
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PARK EVALUATION 


BNeiphborhooa: ALLSTON N SITE NO. 
Site Name: RINGER FLATGROUN Site Type: Mulhieuvpese pay kK 


Location: ALLSTON ANOGERIGSS Acreage: 12.884. 
Evaluation Team:—F,2t,.6Ew,€V._ Weather Conditions: 
Hivaluation Date: 7: !:07 | | 
Surrounding Land Uses: Ra&iéutal ~aeehac. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Natural area near 
parking lot, place 
where there is no 
fence. Dumping a 
problem here. 


Site Photograph 5 


West End House to left. 
Building blocks views 
in and out, intrudes 
into natural area of 
park. 


Site Photograph 6 


West End House. 
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Site Photograph 3 
Informal path through 
natural grove of 


Locust trees. 


Site Photograph 2 
park towards apartment 
buildings and parking 


to southwest. 


View down hill shows 
Typical view out from 
selectively pruned 


great potential if 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton TARR oe 


Site Name: Ringer Playground 1 dak fey No.: AB-14 
Location: Allston Street and Griggs Place erat 2 

Acreage: 12.38 A Site Type: Multi-Purpose-Park... 

Site Description: Ringer Playground is a large park with 


basketball and tennis courts, a little leaque 
field and a playground. It also exhibits 
extensive areas of natural woodlands and 
Significant rocky outcroppings with distant 
views to the north and east. Abutting the park 
is a parking lot, recreational building, school 
and housing. The surrounding land use is 
residential. 


Condition Assessments: Overall, the standard park built elements are in 
fair to poor condition, with the exception of 
the park benches which are in good condition and 
several broken and unusable lights. 


The basketball and tennis courts, and the little 
league field, are in fair to good condition. 

The ballfield turf needs refurbishing. 
Renovations to the little league field and 
basketball courts are planned by the city. 


The play equipment in the playground is in fair 
condition with the exception of the swing, which 
is in poor condition, exhibiting a loose 
concrete footing. The playground is scheduled 
to be renovated. 


The planted trees are all in fair to good 
condition and need maintenance. Guy wires are 
damaging trees and need to be removed. The 
woodland is in a degraded condition, with quite 
a few old black locust trees in decline. There ~ 
is some graffiti on the rock outcrops. The turf 
of the natural area is in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Ringer Playground’s outstanding scenic and 
ecological feature is its rolling topography 
punctuated with rocky outcrops. However, this 
key element had little influence on the siting 
of facilities, most particularly the playground 
area. Re-location of the playground at the 
bottom of the slope should be investigated to 
facilitate accessibility and help to restore the 
visual integrity of this part of the site. A 
massive drainage system and retaining walls have 
been necessitated by its placement mid-slope. 
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A major visual problem for the park is the 
construction of the West End House on Allston 
Street, intruding on the park’s natural 
landscape, blocking views and making park 
Surveillance move difficult. 


Vandalism and vehicular damage are also major 
concerns. Vehicles are driving over the site, 
compacting soil and digging up turf. 
Construction materials have also been dumped and 
there is much broken glass and an abandoned car 
on site. A vehicular barrier is planned by the 
city to prevent driving into the park. 


At present there are two parallel southwest 
entrances, a maintenance entrance and a dirt 
path foot entrance. Consideration should be 
Given to simplifying access by combining these 
to make a larger, more welcome entrance into the 
park while maintanining vehicular access 
control. 
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CITY OF BOSTON GaN 
PARK EVALUATION 
@ Neighborhood: Ast /erIeHTy SITE NO 


Site Name: SHVBOW Site Type: Haylot~ 

Location: CRT erase Acreage: Q6A. 

Evaluation Team:=<3F Pot. Weather Conditions: 
eo LA. 


Fvaluation Date: 2% 12:27 | £6 
Surrounding Land Uses: Readwtac . 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Monument. Bed behind 
is planted with 
groundcover that has 
not done well. 


Site Photograph 2 


Trees to right - fine 
specimens of Cherry 
trees. 


Site Photograph 3 


New playground in good 
condi tion Typical 
neighborhood behind. 
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Site Photograph 4 oF 


Main entrance to park 
showing benches and 
tables with seating. 


Site Photograph 5 


= ri a i f rau e e 
Ry gw ag eae cab, Mer. oe ag | View of park showing 
MLE TA Nodes tes ae ee i: | Pans trees 


Site Photograph 6 


An entrance showing 
area to be replanted 


where Junipers have 
died. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Shubow Park 


No.: AB-15 


Location: Commonwealth Avenue and Sidlaw Road 


Acreage: 0.6 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playlot 


Shubow Park is a small triangular parcel 
adjacent to Commonwealth Avenue that has 
recently been renovated. It contains a 
playground and a grassed area with several 
picnic tables and park benches. The parcel is 
enclosed by a linear tree planting and a steel 
picket fence. Surrounding land uses are 
residential. 


The standard park built elements and the 
playground are all in good to excellent 
condition. 


Most of the trees are in fair to good 
condition, and require maintenance. Two trees 
are in poor condition and need to be replaced. 
The trees are exhibiting significant damage 
from mowers around their base. The shrubs and 
groundcover are in poor condition and will need 
replacement. 


Shubow Park is in good condition with very 
little vandalism. Its prominent location and 
easy visibility from apartments on two sides 
most likely deter vandalism. 


Picnic tables are well located, convenient to 
food establishments. 


The fine specimens of flowering cherries and 
large, old oaks contribute substantially to the 
quality of the park. 
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Little league field. 
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Site Photograph 2 h 5 


Existing basketball hbor- 
courts. New fence 


being constructed. 
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Site Photograph 3 
Coppiced Sycamore and 
stone wall along 
property line. 
Maintenance poor 
along this edge. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 

Site Name: Smith Playground 

Location: Western Avenue and North Harvard Street 
Acreage: 14.0A 

Site Type: Playfield 


Tne 


Site Description: Smith Playground is a long rectangular park containing a series of ballfields. It 
has very limited road frontage on Western Avenue and Soldiers Field Road. The 
park has basketball courts, Little League fields, softball fields and a soccer field. pe. i 
City renovation plans include a new playground, street hockey court and reloca- 
tion of the basketball courts, as well as repair of the existing stone wall along 
Western Avenue. Industrial and residential land uses surround the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are for the most part in fair to good condition. 
Several park benches and the service gate are in poor condition. 


The sports facilities are in fair to good condition, with the exception of one 
softball infield which needs renovation. 


None of the trees need removal, but all are in great need of maintenance, particu- 
larly removal of guy wires which are damaging trees and causing them to die 
back. 


Major Site Issues: The site’s minimal street frontage coupled with the four-and-one-half-foot wall 


along the park’s Western Avenue edge severely limit visual access into the site 

and make policing difficult. Although the wall is well-constructed and acts to 

control vehicular access into the park, it discourages entry by visually blocking vi 

one of only two small park frontages. A cara would help alleviate this hivw 
problem. 


Smith Playground is flat, open, and barren- looking. Without impinging on sports 
play or endangering existing trees, groups of new trees could be planted to enrich 

the visual character of the site and relieve its flamess with mass, color, texture and 
shade. 


21 


’ ; ' i 

a9 : 

7 

i 
- us ; re ey 
J ‘Le | A a , 
as Ts 

1 ee gp Cit tees in aie tiedietimeetietemetttina iad taimiha shane el eeeieed emia ca 


1) «levied to mwa & een isiey SANIT Ntity! = hy , foe 
oT Aye? (avid sept few onary A ghee Pad apenae Dee any sagt 
blot mewe 0 tive abet Eadie: whtaualgen sy ales aiaodl Aenteed weet stg | 
exe} Qe mets vabheel epi , Garp eas Pate oti t), cone, Pen RD ; 
gan far ona nultelss. ot Se roe ae Tg 2a rao Re fee y 
Pug st bimoves espe bed Glraetilien tw: hele sodA cone 


: Oeste rr oem silyl se cine Mine faba ofT 
MOROMICS Woks Mi ott Dag Mave Ste ‘wese. Levine thay loved 


x) vo croeerere arte Gube ,notihaoy hooey «1 ciel ni ascent ini aoe oT 
neers checus aleve ited Decline 

ot aera boos they at ow Tie met Lovornian ies man ei Ia. ener 

| } Tye wren * " cas , ri®) ae ~plw mite vir ko ta vir wha 
tours 


Hew rai lad eee Reeth? aa) iow Deiguoo epalaoll tees siipition eae aT 
Mie of? ant sagtng ner pee elroy ye wale cumOvA ieee £ fet) mls wale 
on Oo ium Lather diew al Mew ed dgnectaiA thin galstiog adigen Gr 
atigele vllanehe is oes yeraeurecel’s af daar] eds Genk aieded vehrsiiey loons 
Aa ai atirvotig qt busaew ralighy| A zegnieedt drag Gees ove vino Yo og 


rc | meng a ee 


‘ . , . : - : a 
are so Qeiaiguartsomi Wy uccked «erased ban nego 2a # bemore yet mind : 


APE RTE spentity wi Digna eter wan Wo enpeeny sag) ginal wrneguchrs na. iM 
bry Surteol whoo eatin sviw vase} em evades bas rate of? Yo whoats lemuly eae 


bd 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Smith Playground : NoUrE Ani 
Location: Western Avenue and N. Harvard Street 


Acreage: 14.0 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playfield 


Smith Playground is a long rectangular shaped park 
containing a series of ballfields. It has very 
limited road frontage on Western Avenue and 
Soldiers Field Road. The park has basketball 
courts, little league fields, softball fields and 
a soccer field. City renovation plans include a 
new playground, street hockey court and 
re-location of the basketball courts, as well as 
repair of the existing stone wall along Western 
Avenue. Industrial and residential land uses 
Surround the park. 


The standard park built elements are for the most 
part in fair to good condition. Several park 
benches and the service gate are in poor 
condition. 


The sports facilities are in fair to good 
condition, with the exception of one softball 
infield which needs renovation. 


None of the trees need removal but all are in 
great need of maintenance, particularly removal of 
guy wires which are damaging trees and causing 
them to die back. 


The site’s minimal street frontage coupled with 
the 4-1/2’ wall along the park’s Western Avenue 
edge severly limits visual access into the site, 
and makes policing difficult. Although the wall 
is well constructed and acts to control vehicular 
access into the park it presents an unfriendly 
face by visually blocking one of only two small 
park frontages. A park sign would help alleviate 
this problem. 


Smith Playground is flat, open and barren 
looking. Without impinging on sports play or 
endangering trees, grouped plantings of trees 
could be sited to enrich the visual character of 
the site and relieve its flatness with mass, 
color, texture and shade. 
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CITY OF BOSTON pie 
PARK EVALUATION 


@ Neighborhood: AUsTon JeeGHDY eet Ee 
Site Name: BRIGHTON SOU4RE Site Type: Pio 
Location: CHESTNUT HILL SACADEMY HILL Acreage: 057A. 
Evaluation Team: Gt3%4 %cit Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: @'/7'67 Gow 
Surrounding Land Uses: %i , Iasthtonal 
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Site Photograph 1 


View through site 
showing vacant school 
beyond and cross-pitch 
of sitting area. 


Site Photograph 


Basketball court. 


Site Photograph 3 


Playground. 


View through site 
towards timber planters. 
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Site Photograph 5 : 
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Seating area with 
timber planters. 
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Site Photograph 6 — 


View from courthouse. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Brighton Square No.: AB-23 
Location: Chestnut Hill Avenue and Academy Hill Road 

Acreage: 0.57 A Site Type: Square 

Site Description: This half-acre park in front of Brighton’s 


courthouse and library is well located to serve 
the function of a common for the commercial 
district near the intersection of Market and 
Washington Streets. Nearby land uses include 
residential, municipal and institutional. The 
square currently consists of a sitting area, 
basketball court and playground. 


Condition Assessments: The few standard park built elements are in good 
condition. 


The basketball court and playground are in fair to 
good condition. However, the old metal climbers 
offer little play value. 


The trees and turf of the square are in fair to 
good condition and require routine maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: As noted above, Brighton Square’s prominent 
location at the commercial and civic center of 
Brighton makes it an important visual space that 
needs further definition as a focal point. 


There is an uncomfortable relationship between the 
paved sitting area and adjacent roads. The benches 
have their backs turned to the nearby heavy 
traffic and do not promote a feeling of safety and 
rest. The grade of this sitting area is steep and 
adds to the feeling of unrest. 


The recreational facilities are most likely sited 
in response to the now vacant school, adjacent to 
the square. This programmed use of this space 
should be studied both in its relationship to the 
rest of the park and to the needs of the 
neighborhood. 
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PARK EVALUATION 


Q Neighborhood: ALLSTON /ARIGHTOY ae 
Site Name: Bea moo Site Type :_ Sq vaWe/ 
Location: CH LLU Acreage: O\AV O. lA 
Hvaluation Team: £tt Or Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: %-I7.57 \ Snow 
Surrounding Land Uses: véadén 
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Site Photograph 1 


Memorial showing 
flower bed, granite 
curbing. 


Site Photograph 2 


View at corner of 
Chestnut Hill and 
Winship. 


Site Photograph 3 


View from Winship 
Street. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: Jackson Square 


Location: Chestnut Hill Avenue, Union and Winship Streets 


Acreage: 0.1 A 
Site Type: Square 


UU EEE ene 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Jackson Square is a small triangular park prominently located at the intersection 
of Chestnut Hill Avenue, Winship and Union Streets. Residential uses surround 
the site. The simple design, consisting of a central monument with a row of 
flowering crab apples around the site’s perimeter, creates a strong visual character 
for the square. 


The few standard park-built elements, curbs and the monument, are in good 
condition. | 


The trees are in fair to good condition with the exception of two which need to be 
removed. All trees need pruning to remove suckers and tangled branches. 


The handsome circular granite curb around the monument is largely obscured by 
grass growth. This curb provides a good opportunity to define a relatively low- 
maintenance flowerbed or ground cover to highlight the monument more strongly 
than the smaller annual bed that presently sits in front of the stone. The monu- 
ment itself appears to be “floating” on top of the ground. Burial by an additional 
six inches would eliminate hard-to-maintain pockets under the stone’s edges. 


Although Jackson Square is not in deteriorated condition, improved maintenance 
would greatly enhance the park’s appearance. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Jackson Square No.: AB-27 
Location: Chestnut Hill Avenue, Union and Winship Streets 


Acreage: .- 0.1 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Square 


Jackson Square is a small triangular park 
prominently located at the intersection of 
Chestnut Hill Avenue, Winship and Union Streets. 
Residential uses surround the site. The simple 
design, consisting of a central monument with a 
row of flowering crabapples around the site’s 
perimeter, creates a strong visual character for 
the square. 


The few standard park built elements, curbs and 
the monument, are in good condition. 


The trees are in fair to good condition with the 
exception of two which need to be removed. All 
trees need pruning to remove suckers and tangled 
branches. 


The handsome circular granite curb around the 
monument is largely obscured by grass growth. 
This curb provides a good opportunity to define a 
relatively low maintenance flower or groundcover 
bed to highlight the monument more strongly than 
the smaller annual bed that presently sits in 
front of the stone. The monument itself appears 
to be "floating" on top of the ground. Burial by 
an additional six inches would eliminate 
hard-to-maintain pockets under the stone’s edges. 


Although Jackson Square is not in deteriorated 
condition, improved maintenance would greatly 
enhance the park’s appearance. 
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Site Photograph 1 | 


View shows maturity 

of plant material, 
access point and one 
section of damaged 
fence. Flagpole in 
middle. Evergreen to 
left used as Christmas 
tree. 


Site Photograph 2 


Vandalized bench. 
Benches attractive but 
not durable. 
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Site Photograph ae 


Shows park in its 
context. A visual 
"green oasis". Fence 
protects park from 
overuse, cutting 
through. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Opportunities for 
additional benches. 
Trees limbed up. 
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Site Photograph 5 


View across park. 
Weed species need to 
be removed. 


Site Photograph 6 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton amin PAP YD 
Site Name: Qak Square ‘ 


Location: Washington and Faneuil Streets 


Acreage: 0.22 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Square 


Oak Square is a small parcel of open land within 
the rotary at the commercial center of Qak 
Square. Surrounding land uses are both 
commercial and institutional. 


The park benches are in unusable condition, and 
the lights are in fair condition. With the 
exception of one section, the fence is in good 
condition. 


The plantings are in farily good condition, yet 
need maintenance. 


This space, simple and well maintained, 
contributes a great deal toward establishing the 
character of this commericial area. It shows 
little evidence of vandalism. 


Decorative Victorian benches need to be of a more 
durable design. There are areas for additional 
benches where there are presently none. Benches 
should be added. However, rotary traffic around 
the park constrains its use as a sitting area. 


Future improvements should concentrate on 
simplifying the planting theme to create a 
stronger landscape character. 


At such time that the park needs renovation, 
traffic studies should be undertaken to determine 
whether it is feasible and desireable to 
eliminate one of the two roadways alongside the 
park. This might allow the space to be 
incorporated into an adjacent area to improve 
pedestrian access and make the park more useable 
and safer. 
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BENCHES, PARK 


BICYCLE RACKS 


BLEACHERS 


BOLLARDS 


CATCHBASINS 


CURBS 


DRINKING FOUNTAINS 
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CITY OF BOSTON 


PARK EVALUATION 


MATERIALS 


QUANTITY 


BASKETBALL: 
SURFACE 
BACKBOARD/ HOOP 

TENNIS: 
BANGBOARD 
FENCING 
SURFACE 

BASEBALL: 


SLYNOD 


Pp. / 
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SITE NO. 


BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 
LITTLE LEAGUE: 
BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 
SOFTBALL: 
BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 
FOOTBALL: FIELD 


| SOCCER: FIELD 
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MATERIALS CONDITION LOCATION 


QUANTITY 
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CITY OF BOSTON (44) 
PARK EVALUATION d 
® Neighborhood: AUTON Re lGHTON Baek 3 

Site Name: Euston E4YTK Sek Site Type: VEBAN WILD 
Location: NOMneMLL #D. Acreage: 0.67 
Evaluation Team: SF, 2H .€V,GW__ Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 7:!0:'67 COA | 
Surrounding Land Uses: KedataL 


Site Plan 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph i 


View from top of site. 
Trees have been 
recently cut down. 
Seems to have been 
unauthorized. 


Site Photograph 2 


Typical view through 
site. Shows steepness 
of slope. 


Site Photograph 3 


Crest of site showing 
rock outcroppings. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 

Site Name: Euston Path Rock 

Location: Nottinghill Road and Euston Road 
Acreage: 0.67 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 


a 


Site Description: Euston Path Rock is a dramatic site with rock outcroppings surrounded by 
residential streets. Its position at the curve of Euston Road gives it great promi- 
nence and visibility from the southeast. The northwest quarter of the site is a 
relatively flat open area at the top of the rock outcroppings separated from 
adjacent Nottinghill Road by a chain-link fence. Only about half of the entire 
rock formation appears to be owned by the city. 


Condition Assessments: Although small in size, Euston Path Rock is an outstanding natural feature, 
offering long-distance views from the top and, at the base, a rugged wilderness 
quality amid a dense urban neighborhood. 


Major Site Issues: The major problem of the site is the dumping of trash, construction materials and 
leaves along the rock’s base. It gives an appearance of abandonment and lack of 
care, and seriously detracts from the quality of the urban wild. Small volunteer 
shrubby plants should be cleared from this base, visually clarifying the now 
cluttered edge. 


Trees have been cut down on the flat knoll of the rock’s top. This should not be 
allowed without city authorization. The fence at this edge discourages entering 
and a gateway might be made to allow access and use of the space. 


The integrity of the site would be better preserved and enhanced if the city owned 
the entire rock formation. On the section not owned by the city there is a magnifi- 
cent and very unusual stand of native beech, remnants of the original forest. This 
is undoubtedly the greatest ecological feature of the site and should be preserved. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Site Name: Euston Path Rock No.: AB-44 
Location: Nottinghill Road and Euston Road 


Acreage: 0.67 A 


Site Description: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Urban Wild 


Euston Path Rock is a dramatic site with rock 
outcroppings surrounded by residential streets. 
Its position at the curve of Euston Road gives it 
great prominence and visibility from the 
southeast. The northwest quarter of the site is 
a relatively flat open area at the top of the 
rock outcropping and separated from adjacent 
Nottinghill Road by a chain link fence. Only 
about half of the entire rock formation appears 
to be awned by the city. 


Although small in size, Euston Path Rock is an 
outstanding natural feature, offering 
long-distance views from the top and, at the 
base, a rugged wilderness quality amid a dense 
urban neighborhood. 


The major problem of the site is the dumping of 
trash, construction materials and leaves along 
the rock’s base. It gives an appearance of 
abandonment and lack of care, and seriously 
detracts from the quality of the urban wild. 
Small volunteer shrubby plants should be cleared 
from this base, visually clarifying the now 
cluttered edge. 


Trees have been cut down on the flat knoll of the 
rock’s top. This should not be allowed unless 
authorized. The fence at this edge appears 
unfriendly, and a gateway might be made to allow 
access and use of the space. 


The integrity of the site would be better 
preserved and enhanced if the City owned the 
entire rock formation. Qn the section not owned 
by the City there is a magnificent and very 
unusual stand of native beech, remnants of the 
original forest. This is undoubtedly the 
greatest ecological feature of the site and 
should be preserved. 
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